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Continuing	our	commitment	to	providing	information	on	the	decisions	that	impact	everyday	
Coloradans’	lives,	Creating	Opportunity	for	Colorado	has	partnered	with	the	State	Innovation	
Exchange	(SiX)	in	hearing	from	Coloradans	about	issues	of	importance.	To	that	end,	State	
Innovation	Exchange	(SIX)	recently	commissioned	a	poll	of	Colorado	voter	attitudes	on	a	series	
of	issues	and	policy	questions	of	statewide	importance	that	may	be	addressed	during	the	2018	
regular	legislative	session	of	the	General	Assembly.	The	findings	from	the	polling	instrument	
may	be	relevant	to	a	number	of	501(c)(3)	organizations	and	their	members	as	they	formulate	
their	advocacy	and	education	programs	for	2018. 
	 
501(c)(3)	organizations	may	use	information	from	the	poll	to	educate	their	members	and	the	
general	public	about	key	issues	that	affect	the	organizations	and	the	constituencies	they	serve.	
Organizations	might	refer	to	the	specific	language	that	was	tested,	and	consider	how	to	
communicate	to	their	members	and	the	general	public	based	on	that	language,	or	may	derive	
more	general	conclusions	about	specific	issues. 
	 
501(c)(3)	organizations	may	also	consider	using	the	findings	from	the	polling	instrument	to	help	
facilitate	their	planning	process	and	priority	setting	for	the	coming	year.	The	polling	provides	
information	about	specific	questions	of	public	policy,	and	more	general	information	about	issue	
areas	that	organizations	may	find	is	helpful	in	directing	some	of	their	work	during	2018. 
	 
This survey was conducted of 700 Coloradans between Dec 12 and Dec 17, 2017.  
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What is the most important issue, or issues, that you would like the Governor and Colorado state 
legislature to focus on? 

 Total 
Health care .................................................................................... 20 
Education/schools ......................................................................... 17 
Taxes ............................................................................................. 16 
Infrastructure/roads/highways/bridges ........................................... 13 
Environment/renewable energy/water ........................................... 11 
Economy/jobs/unemployment ....................................................... 11 
Illegal immigration ........................................................................... 9 
Transportation/traffic ....................................................................... 5 
Equal rights/equality/human rights/civil rights ................................. 5 
Marijuana ........................................................................................ 4 
Guns/gun control ............................................................................ 4 
State budget/spending .................................................................... 3 
Affordable housing .......................................................................... 3 
Homelessness ................................................................................ 2 
Helping small businesses ............................................................... 1 
Other .............................................................................................. 22 
None ............................................................................................... 0 
(Don’t know/refused) ..................................................................... 12 
(ref:CNCRN) 
 

And what issues or things have the Governor and Colorado state legislature been focused on for the last 
year or so? 

 Total 
Infrastructure/roads/highways/bridges ........................................... 14 
Health care .................................................................................... 13 
Economy/jobs/unemployment ....................................................... 12 
Taxes ............................................................................................. 11 
Education/schools ......................................................................... 11 
Marijuana ....................................................................................... 10 
Environment/climate issues ............................................................ 8 
Illegal immigration/sanctuary cities ................................................. 8 
Oil and gas issues/fracking ............................................................. 8 
State budget/spending .................................................................... 7 
Transportation/traffic ....................................................................... 7 
Guns/gun control ............................................................................ 2 
Gay rights ....................................................................................... 1 
Other .............................................................................................. 14 
None ............................................................................................... 4 
(Don’t know/refused) ..................................................................... 32 
(ref:FOCUS) 
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And do you think that Colorado is doing too much, too little or about the right amount to address the issue 
of opioid abuse in Colorado? 

 Total 
Too much ........................................................................................ 6 
Too little ......................................................................................... 49 
The right amount ........................................................................... 26 
(Don't know/refused) ...................................................................... 19 
 
Too much - Too little ..................................................................... -43 
(ref:STATE) 
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Now for each of the following, please tell me whether you favor or oppose this proposal to reduce the 
abuse of opioids in Colorado. The first is... 
        Fav 
 Strng Smwt Smwt Strng (DK/ Total Total - 
 Fav Fav Opp Opp Ref) Fav Opp Opp 
Impose a prescription limit of seven days 
for some opioid prescriptions unless a 
doctor certifies a longer period as medically 
necessary. ....................................................... 39 35 11 9 6 74 20 54 
 
Allow Denver to create a safe, supervised 
facility where users of intravenous drugs 
can inject opioids like heroin with clean 
needles and medical staff are available to 
treat overdoses and offer drug abuse 
treatment options to help people overcome 
their addictions. ............................................... 24 31 15 26 3 55 42 13 
 
Expand the state's Medicaid coverage to 
cover the residential treatment and 
rehabilitation for people with opioid 
addictions, which could help people break 
their addiction and save taxpayers millions 
of dollars each year since it will reduce 
emergency room visits for overdoses. ............. 30 38 12 18 2 67 30 37 
(ref:OPIDBAT) 
 

 
 
 

(SPLIT A) Do you approve or disapprove of the state of Colorado becoming a sanctuary state by barring 
local law enforcement from using their time and resources to enforce federal immigration laws, including 
detaining people suspected of being in the country illegally, notifying federal immigration officers when 
they are to be released from jail, and assisting federal immigration agents in making arrests? 

 
 Total 
Strongly approve ........................................................................... 32 
Somewhat approve ........................................................................ 17 
Somewhat disapprove .................................................................... 7 
Strongly disapprove ....................................................................... 39 
(Don't know/refused) ....................................................................... 5 
 
Total Approve ................................................................................ 49 
Total Disapprove ........................................................................... 46 
 
Approve - Disapprove ..................................................................... 3 
(ref:SANC) 
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(SPLIT B) Do you approve or disapprove of the state of Colorado barring local law enforcement from 
using their time and resources to enforce federal immigration laws, including detaining people suspected 
of being in the country illegally, notifying federal immigration officers when they are to be released from 
jail, and assisting federal immigration agents in making arrests? 

 Total 
Strongly approve ........................................................................... 33 
Somewhat approve ........................................................................ 14 
Somewhat disapprove ................................................................... 15 
Strongly disapprove ....................................................................... 32 
(Don't know/refused) ....................................................................... 6 
 
Total Approve ................................................................................ 47 
Total Disapprove ........................................................................... 47 
 
Approve - Disapprove ..................................................................... 0 
(ref:SANCA) 
 

(SPLIT A) I am going to read some statements about that issue. 
 

(SUPPORTERS) Supporters of eliminating sanctuary cities in Colorado say we should not be 
providing sanctuary to illegal immigrants since they are here illegally and breaking the law. They 
say illegal immigrants are contributing to more lawlessness, crime and violence in Colorado. If 
someone is breaking the law, whether they are an illegal immigrant or a thief, they need to be 
held accountable. 
 
(OPPONENTS) Opponents of forcing local police to enforce federal laws say it will make our 
communities less safe as local police are already stretched too thin and need to focus on 
preventing and investigating serious crimes. They say currently if an undocumented immigrant is 
caught committing a serious crime they are arrested, detained, sentenced and deported after 
serving their time. 

 
Which statement, the supporters or the opponents, comes closest to your own view? 

 Total 
Opponents much closer ................................................................. 27 
Opponents somewhat closer ......................................................... 18 
Supporters somewhat closer ......................................................... 17 
Supporters much closer ................................................................. 28 
(Both) .............................................................................................. 1 
(Neither) .......................................................................................... 1 
(Don't know/refused) ....................................................................... 8 
 
Total Opponents closer ................................................................. 45 
Total Supporters closer ................................................................. 45 
 
Opponents - Supporters ................................................................. 0 
(ref:SANCT1) 
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I am going to read some statements about that issue. 
 

(SUPPORTERS) Supporters of eliminating sanctuary cities in Colorado say we should not be 
providing sanctuary to illegal immigrants since they are here illegally and breaking the law. They 
say illegal immigrants are contributing to more lawlessness, crime and violence in Colorado. If 
someone is breaking the law, whether they are an illegal immigrant or a thief, they need to be 
held accountable. 
 
(OPPONENTS) Opponents of forcing local police to enforce federal laws say it will make our 
communities less safe. They say local law enforcement are already stretched too thin and need to 
focus on preventing and investigating serious and violent crimes. They also say that our 
communities are safer when immigrants can trust the police and can report crimes without fear, 
and when families are not torn apart. 

 
Which statement, the supporters or the opponents, comes closest to your own view? 

 Total 
Opponents much closer ................................................................. 30 
Opponents somewhat closer ......................................................... 16 
Supporters somewhat closer ......................................................... 17 
Supporters much closer ................................................................. 33 
(Both) .............................................................................................. - 
(Neither) .......................................................................................... 1 
(Don't know/refused) ....................................................................... 4 
 
Total Opponents closer ................................................................. 46 
Total Supporters closer ................................................................. 49 
 
Opponents - Supporters ................................................................ -4 
(ref:SANCT2) 
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As you may know, corporations often require that disputes between them and their customers be resolved 
through binding arbitration outside the regular court system. Binding arbitration requires that a consumer 
waive their right to a jury trial and agrees to whatever settlements are determined by a third-party 
arbitrator instead. 
 

Supporters of binding arbitration say it frees up our already crowded courts and lets consumers 
and corporations settle disputes in a timely and less costly way. 
 
Opponents say binding arbitration is unfair because it allows corporations to settle disputes using 
a private judge of the corporation's choice and who is paid by that corporation. They say most 
consumers don't know they've entered these agreements and waived their right to have a 
complaint heard by an impartial judge and jury of their peers. 

 
Do you favor or oppose the use of binding arbitration to settle disputes between consumers and 
companies? 

 Total 
Strongly oppose ............................................................................. 35 
Somewhat oppose ......................................................................... 24 
Somewhat favor ............................................................................. 20 
Strongly favor ................................................................................ 14 
(Neither) .......................................................................................... 1 
(Don't know/refused) ....................................................................... 6 
 
Total Oppose ................................................................................. 58 
Total Favor .................................................................................... 34 
 
Oppose - Favor .............................................................................. 24 
(ref:BINDARB) 
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Now for each of the following please tell me whether you favor or oppose this proposal to reform the 
binding arbitration process in Colorado. The first is... 
        Fav 
 Strng Smwt Smwt Strng (DK/ Total Total - 
 Fav Fav Opp Opp Ref) Fav Opp Opp 
Impose code of conduct standards that 
hold arbitrators to high ethical standards 
and require arbitrators to disclose any 
conflicts of interest, like lawyers and judges 
do, and allow consumers to challenge 
whether the arbitrator is fair. ............................ 54 31 5 3 6 85 9 76 
 
End the practice of companies requiring 
that consumer complaints be heard in a 
different state than where the consumer 
lives. ................................................................ 14 18 26 35 6 32 62 -30 
 
Require arbitrators to publicly disclose 
information about the cases they have 
heard, including the name of the 
corporation involved in the dispute, 
whether the consumer or corporation won 
the case and the amount of money 
awarded to the winner, just as is done in 
our public courts. ............................................. 46 36 8 5 5 82 13 69 
(ref:ARBID) 
 
Now I am going to read you some policies that the Colorado state legislature is considering. For each 
please tell me whether you favor or oppose that proposal. The first is... 
         Favor 
 Strng Smwt Smwt Strng (Nei (DK/ Total Total - 
 Fav Fav Opp Opp ther) Ref) Fav Opp Opp 
Prohibit the sale of bump stocks in 
Colorado, that is the gun accessory 
that transforms semi-automatic 
weapons into fully automatic ones, 
the attachment used by the Las 
Vegas shooter. ..................................... 51 8 9 27 0 3 60 37 23 
 
Allow any Coloradan to purchase 
health insurance through the state's 
Medicaid program. ................................ 46 28 7 11 1 7 74 18 57 
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         Favor 
 Strng Smwt Smwt Strng (Nei (DK/ Total Total - 
 Fav Fav Opp Opp ther) Ref) Fav Opp Opp 
 
Allow cities and towns to set their 
own minimum wage above the 
current state rate if they so choose.  
Supporters say because the cost of 
living varies throughout the state, 
local governments should be able to 
set a higher minimum wage to help 
people afford the cost of living in 
their area. Opponents say this will 
create chaos with differing wages in 
each town and would force local 
businesses to leave expensive 
areas of the state. ................................. 28 29 16 24 0 3 56 40 16 
 
Expand tax credits to qualified 
middle-class families to help them 
afford the cost of child care while 
they work. ............................................. 47 30 11 9 1 2 77 20 57 
 
Guarantee that people who earn 
forty-seven thousand dollars a year 
or less earn time-and-a-half 
overtime pay when they work more 
than forty hours a week. Two 
hundred and fifty thousand more 
Coloradans would be eligible for 
overtime pay as a result. ...................... 56 25 7 8 2 2 81 15 65 
 
Re-authorize the Colorado Civil 
Rights Division, the state agency 
responsible for protecting workers 
from discrimination and sexual 
harassment, rather than let the law 
that created it expire this year, and 
make the agency go away. ................... 40 24 14 13 1 7 65 27 37 
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         Favor 
 Strng Smwt Smwt Strng (Nei (DK/ Total Total - 
 Fav Fav Opp Opp ther) Ref) Fav Opp Opp 
Create a state level family medical 
leave insurance program to give 
workers and new parents the ability 
to take paid leave from work to care 
for a new child, themselves or a 
family member with a serious 
medical condition, without fear of 
losing their jobs. To create the 
insurance program each employee 
will pay a premium of no more than 
one percent of their income. ................. 46 31 9 11 - 4 77 20 57 
 
 
Require that oil and gas operations 
are set back at least one thousand 
feet from all homes and school 
property boundaries. ............................. 63 20 7 8 1 1 83 15 68 
 
Require credit rating companies, like 
Equifax, to obtain a consumer's 
permission in order to release their 
credit information.  Supporters say 
this will protect consumers from 
fraud and abuse, particularly when 
there are data breaches. Opponents 
say this will create more headaches 
for consumers and hurt small 
businesses by requiring them to 
complete even more bureaucratic 
paperwork. ............................................ 40 22 19 11 2 6 62 30 32 
 
Require credit reporting agencies, 
like Equifax, to freeze a consumer's 
credit history information for free at 
their request and give parents 
greater oversight of their children's 
credit history. ........................................ 37 31 11 12 1 7 68 23 45 
 
         Favor 
 Strng Smwt Smwt Strng (Nei (DK/ Total Total - 
 Fav Fav Opp Opp ther) Ref) Fav Opp Opp 
Make oil and gas drilling safer for 
workers and communities by 
requiring oil and gas companies to 
report any major incidents of injury 
or death at work sites and mapping 
where oil and gas lines from 
production sites are located to 
prevent explosions like the one last 
year in Firestone, Colorado. ................. 66 21 3 7 0 3 87 10 76 
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Limit the amount landlords can 
charge consumers for background 
checks and application fees. ................ 47 26 9 12 2 4 73 21 51 
 
Increase protections for renters by 
setting minimum health and safety 
standards for rental properties and 
allow renters to withhold rent 
payments if there are serious health 
and safety issues with their 
apartment. ............................................ 45 28 11 12 1 3 73 22 51 
 
Change the homestead tax 
exemption for seniors to help them 
with rental payments, transportation 
needs, and allow them to downsize 
without losing benefits, and 
eliminate the benefit for high-income 
seniors.  Supporters say these 
changes will ensure the benefits get 
to the people who need them most. 
Opponents say this is a huge tax 
hike for thousands of Colorado's 
senior citizens who struggle to get 
by day-to-day. ....................................... 33 30 17 11 2 7 64 27 36 
 
Expand the available tax credits for 
low- and middle-income Coloradans 
to help them with rent and other 
housing costs. ....................................... 43 30 13 11 1 2 73 24 49 
(ref:POLIC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, I would like to ask you a few questions for statistical purposes. 
 

 
Would you say that you are Liberal, Moderate, or Conservative? 
 

 Total 
Liberal ............................................................................................ 25 
Moderate ....................................................................................... 39 
Conservative .................................................................................. 33 
(Don't know/refused) ....................................................................... 4 
(ref:IDEO1) 
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In what year were you born?  
 Total 
18 - 24 ............................................................................................ 2 
25 - 29 ............................................................................................ 7 
30 - 34 ............................................................................................ 5 
35 - 39 ............................................................................................ 8 
40 - 44 ............................................................................................ 7 
45 - 49 ............................................................................................ 9 
50 - 54 ............................................................................................ 7 
55 - 59 ........................................................................................... 13 
60 - 64 ........................................................................................... 12 
Over 64 .......................................................................................... 30 
(No answer) .................................................................................... 1 
 
18 - 49 ........................................................................................... 37 
50 and over .................................................................................... 61 
(ref:AGE) 

 
What is the last year of schooling that you have completed? 

 Total 
1 - 11th grade ................................................................................. 2 
High School graduate .................................................................... 13 
Non-college post H.S. ..................................................................... 0 
Some college ................................................................................. 23 
College graduate ........................................................................... 36 
Post-graduate school ..................................................................... 25 
(Don't know/refused) ....................................................................... 1 
 
H.S. or less .................................................................................... 15 
Post H.S. ....................................................................................... 23 
College graduate ........................................................................... 61 
(ref:EDUC) 
 

What is your race or ethnic background? 
 Total 
White ............................................................................................. 72 
Black ............................................................................................... 2 
Hispanic ......................................................................................... 15 
Native American ............................................................................. 1 
Asian/Pacific Islander ..................................................................... 1 
(Other) ............................................................................................ 5 
(Don't know/refused) ....................................................................... 4 
(ref:RACE) 
 
 

Line type 
 Total 
Landline ......................................................................................... 54 
Wireless ......................................................................................... 46 
(ref:LINE) 
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Sex of respondent 
 Total 
Male ............................................................................................... 47 
Female ........................................................................................... 53 
(ref:GENDER) 
 


